
Entrepreneur Empowerment Program: 
FINAL 12 MONTH REPORT

Flyte’s second Entrepreneur Empowerment Program launched in May 2022. Our cohort consisted 
of 50 early-stage small businesses in New Orleans, primarily owned by Black women with children. This brief 

report summarizes the cohort’s progress during the full 12 months of the program. This data is collected 
through detailed surveys of cohort members throughout the life of our program.

 Our program model relies on a large network of established partnerships with professionals around the city that 
donate their services in-kind to Flyte. This allows us to serve such a large cohort with a relatively small budget.

This program tackles the barriers that business owners of color experience accessing the capital that is critical to strengthen
 and expand their businesses. The following resources are provided for each cohort member during the program:

• 32+ hours of personal and business finance training from our local banking partners
• 12+ hours of professional mentorship

• Access to free professional services including business planning, marketing, 
branding, logos, credit building, retirement planning and more

• Interest free micro-loans 

THANK YOU to our FUNDING PARTNERS!



MEDIA
Features in 2023

CLICK HERE 
to view a video of our 
Executive Director, 
Alexander Bigbie 
being interviewed for 
Great Day Loiusiana 
in March 2023.

CLICK HERE 
to read Gambit 

Magazine’s 40 Under 
40 list, featuring 

Alexander Bigbie.

CLICK HERE 
to read CityBusiness’s 
2023 MoneyMakers 
list, which includes 
Alexander Bigbie.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVIhX01wAHY&ab_channel=GreatDayLouisiana
https://www.nola.com/gambit/news/the_latest/gambits-2023-40-under-40/article_28e68686-2510-11ee-b6e6-3f6d715c72cf.html
https://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/2023/03/22/new-orleans-citybusiness-names-2023-money-makers-honorees/
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97% of participants… 
…are extremely likely to recommend Flyte to a friend.

Flyte will help you manage your

PERSONAL FINANCES

Confidence with 
personal finances 
increased 
dramatically over 
the course of 
the program.

BEFORE AFTER

90% of participants’
credit scores increased. 

Of those, 68% saw it increase 
by at least 20 points.
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During our program, 66% of our participants met with a financial planner. 
On average, participants in our program reported that their confidence 

in their personal finances increased by over 80%.

50% of participants met with a CPA or Bookkeeper.
56% of participants were able to pay off personal debt during the program.

“ “
Speaking to a financial planner helped me to better understand my credit and start to do 

the work to fix it. Learning which debt to pay off first has also been helpful. Being intentional 
in my personal finances will impact my business finances. - KENYA CAMPBELL

60% of participants were able to pay off personal debt during the program.
80% of our cohort began working regularly with a financial planner during the program.
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Flyte will help you manage your

BUSINESS FINANCES

84% of our cohort became more confident about managing their business finances.

AFTERBEFORE

“ “
Flyte has been great at referring resources to me, as needed. His help has been 
consistently thoughtful and much appreciated! - NICOLE LADIA MINGLEDORF

“ “
Flyte was able to connect me with strategists, free of charge, that are helping me to 

flesh out the current business and my plans for its future. - SHAUN WILLIAMS

Each member of our cohort connected with an average of  
who assisted them with both their personal finance and business needs

Outside of financial planning assistance, each member of our cohort met with an 
average of five professionals who helped them with their business needs
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“ “
I liked the layout of the business learning in the program. I saved a lot of the 

information, and find it to be quite a helpful reference. It has definitely helped me 
get more financially organized! - NICOLE LADIA MINGLEDORFF 

Flyte will help you

BUILD YOUR BUSINESS
65% of participants reported more confidence in their business’s longevity after the program.

CLICK HERE to view a video of our Executive Director, Alexander Bigbie 
being interviewed for Great Day Loiusiana in March 2023.

Alexander Bigbie started running small programs to help individuals in vulnerable 

Bigbie is a graduate of the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Business and New Orleans 
Regional Leadership Institute Programs CityBusiness 

Money Makers list, as well as for Gambit Magazine's 40 Under 40 list in 2023.

Alexander Bigbie started running small programs to help individuals in vulnerable 
communities with their financial literacy in 2017. Bigbie has worked with over 300 
Black-owned small businesses in New Orleans with Flyte, as well as through his 
work as a finance consultant for Propeller Incubator and Fund17. He sits on the 
board of Art Camp504 and the finance committee of Fund17.

Bigbie is a graduate of the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Business and New Orleans 
Regional Leadership Institute Programs. He was also selected for 2023 CityBusiness 

Money Makers list, as well as for Gambit Magazine's 40 Under 40 list in 2023.

AFTERBEFORE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gVIhX01wAHY&ab_channel=GreatDayLouisiana
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TESTIMONIALS

     |     CONTACT:  •  

Flyte EEP Cohort Member 2021-2023

Flyte EEP Cohort Member 2021-2023

Flyte EEP Cohort Member 2021-2022

https://flyteeducation.org/

